_______The Basis of Future Operations
were still under way. The Army was only gradually beginning to get stronger. The troops had suffered too severely. The general principles of the new regulations were understood, but, had not been thoroughly ground into the troops. The-supply of material was still in arrears, In spite of all our pains, in spite of incessant labour, the strain on the Western Front had not been definitely relieved.
In the East and in Rumania, also, work was proceeding energetically on the same lines as in the West. The Commander-in-Chief in the East and General von Mackensen were entrusted with the necessary modifications for the conditions of that theatre. For the rest, the troops there were in the same condition as those in the West.
Training was also intensified in the Austro-Hungarian Army, but progress here was slow.
General von Below had also taken the Bulgarian Army in hand, but both their language and their national sentiment remained foreign to us. It was very difficult for us to make much progress in the face of the Bulgarian distrust of German tutelage. Nevertheless, the spirit of the Bulgarian Army began to improve, although their G.H.Q. itself did nothing really resolute as regards its training.
In the Turkish Army Liman Pasha alone worked wholeheartedly. The Turkish troops in Galicia and Rumania were trained on German lines, and not without success. There they were satisfactory, while on other fronts they were of little value. G.H.Q. did all it could to strengthen our war-machine. Meanwhile, however, the attempt to increase our numbers through the formation of a Polish army, and thus to wipe out the numerical superiority of the enemy, had been a sorry failure-
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The employment of the fighting resources of the Poles, whom we had freed from the Russian yoke, was important for the successful prosecution of the war* I had already given the
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